
Members present in MDCCCXXVIf

1 Hugh Morris, President

1I -A.lexand.er Brown, Croupi-er, a naiive cf Paisley, an erratic sort of

a person, ancl was a suthfast frienr of'Andrevr Craro;ford of Cr:urthlt1.

111 John Smart, Chaplin.

lV Andrevr Crawford

l"Uames SteeI

VI John Murray

VII James Kenyon

VITI lr'Iilliam Hamilton

. fX John Ha;n11ton

X John Montgomeri-e

XI Thcmas Smith

XII Malco1m McDougal

XI11 John 14cMill-an

XfV John Barbour

KI Hugh Kerr
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. Members present in l4DCCCXliVIff

I Andrew Crav,,ford, Presidenl

II Ilugh Morris, CrouPier

111 John Smart, ChaPlin

IV James Kenyon

V ifiltiam l{amilton

V John Hamilton

VI James McNair

VII John Montgomeri-e

V111 Thomas Smith

IX James Steel

X Malcolm McDougal

XI John Barbour

XII Thon;is Shedden, a native of Da1ry, a weaver, a good singer, and

is a leader of Psalmody in Kliwinning ir: 185C.

XI1I V{i1liam Shedden, a natlve of Dalry. He was a. weaver, and in lhe

Iatter part of his life a leader of Psalmody in tire parisli church of

Largs. He'uvas an agreeable companion, anc lis sinr:ing'Jf the sweei simple

lyrics of Scotland, such as rt Thou hast }eft me evei' Jamietr, was iltost

delightful.

XIr/ Alexander Rifchie, a. nati-.;e of Bannccxburn. He came to Dalry a- f'arm

servanl to Mr. Thom-oon. He d-ied lnl859.

X1,/ Thorias Gibson, a na.tive of Da1ry, a ivool spinner, bul ultinaiely a

Grocer in Da1ry. He subseqr-ierrtly reinoved- io Glasgor,v, anC ccnlinueC the

Grocer.;.. Very clever , and &n &cc11ta.in+u&Iice of T{rs. Thotnson, the daughter

-c.l ?obert 3u rns, The Ayrshire Poet.

Xr/f Archibalc Duff, a native of Dalry. lle was for some time employed at

the loom; bul in 1860 a'lea ciealer, and is a man ol con.siclerable j-nflorna'ti-on.
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Members present r-n I"IDCCCXXIX

f Andrew Crav,,ford, President

iames Stee1, lrou"p' er

L rI John Smart, Chapl:-n

IV james i{enyon

V William Hamrllon

VT John T{amilton

Vf I ,Ja,rnes I'{c}Jair

VlIf ,Iohn Montgouerie

fX Malcolm McDougs,l

X John Barbour

XI iYillian Shedden

XII Thomas Gibson

XIff iames McDonald, a native of !?cthesay" lJe vias some years a ''{ea,ver

in Dalry. Tn 1860 a T:'aveller.

XIV James Munn, a native of Dal-ry, a i{eaver, but for many yeai's a'Ienter

in the Garnock flax spinnin.g faclory, Kilbi-rnie, at ,oresent, -L860 r"esiding

p"t Jchnstone. He ls active and well read-.

]lV Robert llteArthur., a native of Balfintry, Stir'llngshire. He came lc

Dalry a ,,,/;,aver, very clever and a most excellent reacler of of the ',orri tings

of the Poets.

James Stirra"t, thou-gh he neve:: becair: e a netuber of the Ch:.b, yet his

admiration for Burns was great; and it wouin be doing rnjustice to his

memory l,vere his name not recordeC herein, for.Lo use the ci-i-;scription

glven of him intfThe Contemporari-es of Burns, and ihe more recent Poets

of Ayrshi re, he was one of lhe ncst enthusiastic aii,rlrers of the !.yrshi-re

Poet, and vlho has celebrated his praise in several songs a.nd, oi,es cf no

ordinary merit, rs vrell l<ncv,rn in lhe district of Cu-nninghar for hi.s

poelical tasbe ancl genius, several of iri-s Eongs and r:linor pi-r:ces ha-lring

appeared in various periodicals.lle was born i,n Dalry in178l , of uhich

place he v;as rostmaster. []e $ias eciuca'bed ai liie p;.,'i,-'r]i scirooi of Da]ry,

atrrj- *ari,y s]olieJ, an inc-l ii.la'L;iion to ci..rltivate t-i:e r.riuse.



'.',i.en ie was abouL eeven'ueen years Of age, he Coiriloseci -*evera]- pi-eCes

Oi: Suo jeC',,s r:f a lOcal snL persOnal ciiarac ter, ""'hi'ch 
ev'i nce d nc r'-'rriall

deSr.ee of powe1, anu were much adnireci a:riong hi s f rie:rd-s, He bas v;rlilen

scngs to several p,opular Scot bish melodi-es, which onl.,' reqilare tc he

<ncvsn lo enaure popularity; bu'r,, thcrugh of ten solici led: he riacli iied-

coming before the pubiic, in iii-q ov,rn nalile, as an ailthor.r'

l{e ':;role the fol}owing song fcr tle ArrniYersaril of i-ra}ry Bu::nsr Club

n f I A20L r,L- j

Air - Therer s nae luck a,bout the house.

rrlhereIs n.te ba-rd t,o charm 11 5 rtcwl

ltlae bard ava,

Can sing a sang to liature true

Si-nce Coilar s bardr s avia.

The simple harp or eariier daYs

Tn siienc e slurl:ers nc'.'i;

And modern art, wit tuneless laYs,

Presumes ihe }{ine to uloo.

But nae Bard in ar our Isle,

llae bard ava,

Frae pauky Coila l'Ions a srnile

S'ince llobin gaed, av'ra.

His hanely style l-et fashion spurn;

She wants bai tir ta.ste and sieill ;

And vrlser shculd she ever turn,

Sherll sing his sangs herselr.

For nae sang sic pa-ltros speakst

r\,lae sang ava;

Arrd l-ashionrs foreign rants arrd sc-t-:-eaks

Shoulo a,r be drr:mned awa.

Her fa-r-f elch t d fiSures aye siaun faj-l-

'Io touch the f eeling hea.rt,

Sinplici lyr s o'i rec t appeal

Excele sic learned art.



.A.nd nae rro,;Lel'n ,,-i lgl-or r S l-a...,

Iiae 'l a,)i a.ra. r

Saa r:or,.,er"fu1ly lhe hear.l can s'vav

As ?obinr s t.ha,tr s ar,ya.

For or er his nuilhors Ctilar s :crr6e

A :ra5-i g in i-lu.enc e b:.eathed",

And round her clarling pcetre brows

.t peerl ess c:.orvn ha,.j wr.eatheri.

And nae vlreath lhal; er 9:: utaq qi:Fn

Iriae wreatii ava ,

Yill bloom sae larrgr s ihe iicl_Iy 6relr,
0r Robi_n Lhatrs avra.

Let fir.inr s mlnstrel, Tcmmy l.Iccre,

llis l_yrics srveetly s.i ngi
I lwculd I end hio harp a hiSha:: pov/e.r

ri/or-il d Ccil:. a.c.d. a. sir"rng.

For nae harp has yet been kent,
' . Nae . itarp ava,

?o match the ha,rp ihai ftcil.a leni
Tc ;?obln lh,q t1 s awa..

And though rur shepherd, jan:1e y,ogi-,

Hls plpe fu r sr.;eetJ_y nia;rs,

ft nerer urill charrr aul_d Scotiandre l-ug

Lrke Plou gnna.n :.i brn I s l-ay s .

For nae pipe will ,Ja.rui e tune

Iiae pipe ava,

Like tha-t v;hich breathId by rbonnie Doonr ,

,;,r'e llcbin i;aed avra.

llven Scotl-a-nd I s pricie, Sir- ir;'al-ter Scotl,
!'ihr: bo ldl y e lrj-kes the lyre ,

Ifaun yielo" to Rcbinr s Eweel lcve nc te

His native wi-i anrC fire.



Eor nae haril" hath ever su-i18,

i\iae bar-d ava,

in irame)-y or in foreign lcngi;-e ,

Like l?obin thatr s ii,.'l.a,.

Frae f eeling heart lcm iainpbellrs la'ys

in classic bea-i; f,Y f low r

But Robint: arLiess song CiePlaYs

llhe soulr s irrPassionr'i 5low.

iior nae barei bY c1ae.sic 1;ve,

liae bard a,va,

I{as thritit d l-ire bosc:rrrs i-nrlosi c.rve

Like Robin thair s alliar

A powerfu.r harp dic BYron s!/eep,

i3u t no t vii I happy glee ;

And though his tones were strong arici deep,

I{e nerer coul.d ciian;e L'.e <e;i.

For nae bard ceneaf;h i:le Ii f b,

lTa.e bari ava,

'ii I master skill- the lteys could shiiit,

Li-ke Robin thatrs al'/a.

l{e neeris nae Iiirjnumenlal stanes

'Io keep alive his fan*;

Au-l c Granny Sco ll-anC a.nd he:: vrearis

lljil-1 ever sing his nane.

For nae nalne does Fal'c record,

Nae naine ava,

i3y Caledonia ,nair aCored,

?han Robi-nIs thatIs av/a.rr



liernbers pre sent

T Andrew Crawford, President

II Hugh llorris, Croupier

TTI John Smart, Chaplain

fV James Munn

V Roberl l,lcArthur

VI James McNair

',rIT John Barbour

VIII John Montgomer.i e

IX James McDonald

X James Steel

XI MaIcoIm M',Doudal

XII 'Ihomas Grbson

XIII James Kenyon

XIV ll{illiam Hamilton

XV John Hamilton

XVI Robert Brown, a native of Dalty. i{e

ultimately a Gardener.

in MDCCCfliX

was soixe years a i"ieaverr but

XVII John Siirrat, a nallve

ir{ca.ver. He is now, in 1850,

Ardro ssan .

XVIII William Shedden

)IIX Robert Crawford, born in

a ri/eav..t' and Sheriff 0fi.',cer

and sang a song very well.

XX John Kerr

Dalry, where he

J.P. and l-aird o

01 was for some

f Birket, arid

years a

Birket Street,

the farrn-house o f

in 1860. IIe used

Burnhouse, Da1ry. He is

to keep a sr-r^ging school,
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Merabers present in }{DCCCXXXI

T Andrew Crawford, Presi-dent

1I Iiugh Morris, Croupier

fII John Smart, Chaplin

fV James Munr:.

V Robert McArthur

VI James MclValr

VIl John Barbour

VIII John Montgomerie

IX James McDonald

X Jarlres Dunlop, a native of Dalry. He was some years a riueaver, very 1

intelligent, and became an optician a-nd astronomer, and went wilh General

Brisbane to r:ustralia and assisted the General- there in his ac:l'(-inomical

studies.

Xf Fia.i"co Im l'{cDougal

Xff lhomas Gibson

XffI James i{enyon

XIV l,{rilliam Hamilton

XV John Hamilgon

\:Vf Robert Brovrn

XVTI John Stirrat

XVIII Yfill-iam Shedden

XIX John Kerr

XX Hugh Kerr

The said John Hanillon (XiI) compr:sed the following song for this year
n which was sung with great appS,ause rr:-

Air' - Hey for a lass with a 'Iocher



rr ,Since last we assembled a year has

rryi-r its hopes and its f ears, urir its

Thot litlle we see or the path thaLl

Yet lift up your voices and ioin in

ro}led orer us,

Joys and its sorrows,

s before u-s,

the chorus

TilI ?lme bring the day that shail end us,

May Comfort and peace aye alleni us,

ltay P1enty her trlessir:g aye send us

And aft may we nteel ere w-a die.

lthi1e over lif e t s ocean vre I re manfully steering,

Fraa rectituders course may we nerer be found veering,

Thot lashed wir lhe vraves of misfortune uncheering,

May hopers fairy-land slil1 ahead be appearing.

To li1t orer t,he sangs or the bard v{e revere,

To crack or lhe ploughnian vrhom Scotlanci holds dear,

'fo E1add en our hearts vri t the landlady I s ci.ieer,

This night we har e met, and wer 11 meet ilL;a year.

This nighl let our quorum be canty 'uhegilher,

Let happiness srnile on each son or hj.s milher,

In friendship we net, and" in love vre vrill sever

And ar the year through cou-nt each member a briiher.



Mernbers present

I Andreur Crav,lfcrd, Presidenl

11 Hugh Mo.rris, Croupier

fff John Smar'f, Chaplin

fV r,?ill-lam Harnilton, Treasurer

I/ 
" ohrr i.4ontgomerie

Vf James McDonal-d

VIf James Munn

VIII t,lal-co1ln I'lcDcu ga1

fX James Steel

X James Kenyon

XI Thomas Glbson

XfI James l.tcNair

XIII John Barbour,

XIV l?oberl IlcArthur

Xt/ John Kerr

)l'/f John :iarnil ior

)1,/II '{ugh Kerr

Xvfff James Cravlford, a native of Da1ry, a lJeaver, an; exir.eme-ly jovial"

xrx samuel slaan, a native of Dalry. He v,ras a v/eaver, but in Le5a, a

Contractor. in Glasgow"

XX if.,1lliain 3royrn, bor.n ln Cor.:r1,hil-l-, Dalry tn WB). IIe was sone years

a vJeaver, bul su.iseql-lent,iy a Gardener. .1{e i-s a_t present, i850, enrployed

with the Gieni3arnock lron Oomirany, anC. is handy a-nd. genera-l-)y rrsefu-l .

It frequenlly fa11s on hirn at ihe annivef'ea.r:'Jv l-.o sing rtllhere wa.s a.lad

was born in Kylerr, which he execute,* with mucli ani:,atl,:n.

i{XI Hugh }4anners, a. na-tive of Krlvri-nning, and is tsutler- al Blair i-n }860.

tr

I



Iviembers present in I'{DCCCXIXTII

I Anorew Crawford, Pr"esj-dent

1I ilugh I{orris, 0rcr-ipier

IIl liiilllam liamilton, Treasurer

IV John Smart, Chaplin

V John l4ont,gomerie

Vf James McDonald

VII }lalcclm l,icDougal

YIII Qobert I',IcArthur.

1)l James Munn.

l.{ flhomas Barr, a native of Beith,

llr'eaver i-n Dalry where he died i-n

Xf James Kenyon

XiI Thomas Gibson

XIlI James Crawford

XIV Samuel Sloan

XV Villiam Broivn

XVf Hugh Manners

a Cot Lon Spinrier', bul u 1li n:ately

18/i.5. IIe I'ra s c lever..

XYf f Andrevr Aitken, Over"ton, Beith, of urhom we rea.d on hj_,:: "uomb:;tone

in Beitir Aul-ci l(irkyard, r"aised to his cremory by the conpanion cf his

youth, i'Im. Patrick, Esq. 'ii'. S. .lidi-nburgh; thus,

Anr:re w Aitken, F*r*er,

Sorn at Langsicir; 1 ]larch I{DCCI,XX},I;

Died at Overton 11 Se.oten:ber I4DCCCL

He ',,,ras anan of extensive read ing ar:d consider"able Ii terary a t t--ai ri,::ents.

His tL:acts on Agricultu,t:: &re irighl-y u,seful- and r:r'actical. lij s e ssays

anrj. other writin;s insi;r'uct:.ve and pure ly mor*.i. IIe was st:.j,ct1;0. iionest

an,l honour"able 'i n a1i his deal-ings, and lived anci dierl h-i-E?ri y :'escec led

atrd, er;teerned b3r i..;1" lriends ani-l t.:"r,:o-ll ,;L:;r's.

;17iII iohn SLirrat

Xf X liro:nas i?obinson, a, nati ve o f Beith.



}lenoers presenL

i Andrew Craivfot'd, President

TI Hugh l"iorris, CrouPier

Iff liiilliam Hamllton, Tleas;u:'er

IV John Smart, ChaPlln

V Samuel Sloan

VI John Siirrat

Vl ! 'L'homas 6arl'

VIII Jarrtes McNair

IX James Munn

X James McDonald

XI Robe:'t McArt,hur

XII Malcoim l'{cDougal

XIlI John Mcn';6omerle

XIV Andrew Ai-titen

Xti Jr:hn Kerr

irr 14DCCCXI',"IifY

A native of Kilbirnle, He 
',"'a

sang rr0 ilri11j-e b:'e'+rrd a Peck

XVI .Ianes Kenyon

XVIT Ihcnas Gibson

XVIIf John Hamilton

XIll John Stevenson,

a curious body, anC

peculi-ar glee.

faruier in LochenC,

o I r:iau trr xi" th



Menber-. pr€slrnt in }'lDC00XXltV

T Andrer,v Cra,''nrford, Pre;:ident

TI Hugh Morri sr CrouPler

II I \,1?iIliam Hamil ton , ilreast.irer

TV .Ioh n ,Srar-t , Cna p1 in

V John .ltir:'at

I/I 'Ihot'nas Barr

VTI James McNai;'

Vf TT 'Tames l4unn

TX James Kenyon

X Robert 14cArlhur

XI ){a1col m }v'lcDougal

l{fI John Montgomer:ie

XIII John Kerr

XIV Thoma.s Gibson

)lv John I{a.mil ton

)CrI Andrev,r Aitken

Xt/If James Cra.vsford

XVII1 peter Co1ligan" He lvas many years landlorC of tire Kingr s lrr-''s

fnn, DalryI as: a.1so 3.,leaclier oj rieportment and Callist'itenj-cs'

XIX Ja.res Steel

The fo1low-ing verses ivere vrri.tten by'Ihona-s l"lacq',:een for rLre Dalry Birrnsr

club ln L835. He was rTla.ny ,fears a stone fla. on "ir .(ilbirn*e, bu+- r.em-:ved

to L,ie farm cottage cf Sarkip, near Beith" j{e erii-gralerl to !\'-Yielfi ca )

and is al 'o3esenl, i86C, pr':prietor and edi-ior of Lhe I'Huron Signa'lr'r,

Hamll-ton, Canada'Jlestl -
tTi s sic.<ening tc t'he soul io trace

'lhe annals of tlie hunran race

In evrry clirne anC age

To rnark "vilh philosoPhi-c eye

The Ci smai depths of r,ise::Y

That, drni hi stori-c .lla.Ee.
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fndignarii {'cr ta:, d"irc; disgrace

Tha-,- throws oler his rn;ut'e,: ri1 (: t:)

He spurns prvailing pciYet'

Exalodes lhe mystery lhat shrouds

Kings, popes r anC, prrests f rc,n vul6ar crc"vCs

Tha b. Ineatil appr3.ssion lcwer.

l'Iis sa.d. to see unf,r;fcrr d man

Gcvernt d on liature r s equal pi-an ,

lire scienc: is unfur'lrd

Basely degrad-ed lr: a slave

3y sone dar':r- fcul I d C.esigning knave,

Ihat pan t-s to chai n th e tliorl-a .

.lut, hod redeenrng I li s to se'-'

Some :right-y riind that would be f r',.e r

Soar t'rith giganti c f light,

Io break the cha.in, io bu.rst the glconn,

Dark su r:ersiition to illume

lliith idlel,lectual lignt.

Iie f lin gs the sfaggr ring tru th abroarl ,

Thai man ihe l-rrrage of his God,

Should bow to none but heaveir,

^So loud ]ris song, so dense its pcwer'

It siiakes the despct in iiis lole:'

liie sees his f elters riv en.



Su.ch was lne rrrind th;at, rou seC, cre'rhi-1e,

The .nental ener'g'es of l(.:t u

And echoeo orer the vror'l-d

TilL paBealrtry and lillerj. c1ay

And sacreri nunirr,-i es of the da;i

SaY oPen;l '"' un furi I d -

Hypc cri sJr rec ei,red a shocx

Ihat ha1f Liei' sanc tron I il" creri"i t hro,re

In evrry Church arouncl

Formali-tY lvas e,"1::rc si de; c

Ilvrn yet 
.she 

hings a Suili;' iread

And festers at lhe wound.

Rear gri:il fniolerance fhy

And fret and foam as thou

Around lhe poel I s na'le,

3lind Supersi.-i.ta^n, r-: se!

'.i-'hy lialedictio:s orer hj-s

Give leurels to his narne.

fron t

arl tron'L

arld ra./e,

arave

L'/hen stern Appressionr s day is Slne,

Anri Bigotryr s unhal lowed gr',ran

1-lowls thr'ough oblivlcnr s urns,

ir/hen i(ings anci priests have ceased i.o reign

Proud Scotland in enlightenrd stra:-n,

Shai.l- venerate her Burns!


